Description of Emergency Department Use and Cost Over Time Among South Carolinians Living

with Alzheimer’'s Disease or a Related Dementia

Caitlin Torrence, PhD & Khoa Truong, PhD

Overview and Objectives

« By 2050 itis projected that there will be 16 million confirmed cases of Alzheimer’s Sample Selection Sample Selection Data Analysis

disease (AD). * The 2 datasets resulted in 12,436 unique cases. * Month of diagnosis (dx) was excluded from time segments and analysis. « 2 equations to calculate the average
» AD-related healthcare costs are expected to increase from $203 billion in 2010to 1.2 * Forinclusion, patients had to: * Encounters were grouped and totaled based on 12-month increments. encounter.

trillion in 2050. * Have an ADRD diagnosis « 7 encounter periods pre-diagnosis and 5 encounter periods post- * Encounter ranged from 0 - 60 per
« AD is one of the most expensive diseases to the healthcare system as patients rely * Be®65orolderupondiagnosis diagnosis. time segment.

« Have atleast 1 ED encounter at any point from 2008 - 2018
 (Cases were excluded if they had a comorbid or primary ADRD
diagnosis of a specific type.

heavily on the emergency department (ED), skilled nursing, and home health.
* Studies show a spike in healthcare usage and cost around the time of diagnosis.
* Medicare claims data is commonly used to explore healthcare utilization.
* Healthcare utilization is typically limited to 2 to 4 years before and/or after diagnosis.
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a unique dataset for this analysis.

Conclusion & Relevance to Policy

Principle Findings

Relevance to Policy
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Pre 7 Pre6 Pre5 Pre4 Pre3 Pre 2 Prel Postl  Post2 Post3 | Post4 Post5
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