History, Building, and Design Study for Historic Preservation of
Rosenwald Schools in Wake County, NC

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to conduct a study of
the original design, construction methods, and
material selection of Rosenwald Schools built within
historical black communities of Wake County, NC
during the late 1910s to late 1920s. Rosenwald
Schools are achieving a history of 100 years after
they were built for African American children in the
South. Out of the 813 schools that were constructed
in NC, many of them have been destroyed. Within
Wake County, there were twenty-one built, six
existing, and four on the National Register of Historic
Places. The research was conducted with Place-
based methodology and findings were incorporated
Into a possible design approach to the historic

INTRODUCTION

Wake County was one of the regions in North
Carolina that received benefits from the Rosenwald
Building Fund. The foundation was established with
the collaboration of Sears, Roebuck, and Company’s
philanthropist, Julius Rosenwald, the founder of
Tuskegee Institute, Booker T. Washington, and MIT's
first black architect, Robert Taylor. The fund provided
floor plans, architectural specifications, and financial
donations for the African American communities to
construct schools for their children. In this research,
the history of the communities and Rosenwald
Schools in Wake County, NC as well as their
building and design details were examined. The
results were reflected in the preservation and

RESULTS

African American Communities in Wake County

« Communities were made along with churches,
schools, and homes?.

 Back in the 1920s, most African Americans worked
In agriculture, construction, textiles, railroads, and
manufacturing?.

« There were also owners of small businesses
(grocery stores, beauty shops, and barbers) and
elites (Businessmen and lawyers)3.

Enhancement of Local Involvement in Education
« 40-50% of the funds were gathered from local
churches, people, and school boards4.

Materials, construction work, and lands were often
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DISCUSSION & CONCLUSIONS

The research-based design is crucial for the
adoptable reuse of existing buildings by means of
historic preservation and rehabilitation, collaborating
with SHPO. The research suggests design strategies
for repurposing a two-story Rosenwald school
building as a community space that provides two
study rooms and a co-working space on the first floor,
and a fitness room and an overnight guest lodging on
the second floor. The design solutions are
demonstrated in floor plans and interior perspectives
incorporating 9-over-9 windows for daylight induction,
capped baseboards in classrooms, a “potbelly” stove,
movable partitions for class separation, as well as the
use of muted colors such as brown and ivory. The
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Place-based methodology was used to determine the
history and culture of the African American
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